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* That's not he/ and the question would be settled one way or the other."
Quinette felt more and more reassured from one sentence to the next.
" Oh yes, I see."
*e It may not be a method of procedure which is quite in accordance with police regulations. But when one is dealing with an intelligent and responsible man like yourself, it's a thing we can quite well do. If I save the examining magistrate some work., he won't hold it against me. And so far as dinner is concerned, the least I can do is to invite you, when I am putting you to all this trouble."
To take part in a police expedition, even if it led to a mare's nest, on this footing of equality, almost of comradeship — nothing could answer better to Quinette's secret desires. He was burning to accept. But he had promised to rejoin Leheudry before half past seven. Leheudry was under definite instructions not to stir until that time. The bookbinder was late already. Half past seven. The Metro would not take him there fast enough. He would have to reconcile himself to the expense of a taxi. The important thing was not to give Leheudry the smallest pretext for a breach of discipline.
** I'm really very sorry, gentlemen ; but I have an appointment which I am bound to keep. I couldn't foresee this. Give me until nine o'clock. After that I shall be entirely at your disposal."
"Very well. We'll try to make other arrangements. Come to the Quai des Orfevres about nine o'clock. Go in through the entrance which opens directly on to the quay. The one that leads to the First President's Court. Remember the name. We shall be waiting for you there, my colleague and I. If we are late, wait for us a minute. Tell the door-keeper that you have an appointment with Monsieur Lespinas."

